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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
2/25/2005 has been entered. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 1 1/25/2005 was 
considered by the Examiner. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-10, 15-27 and 32-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Goddard U.S. Patent No. 6,876,983. 

Referring to claim 1 . Goddard discloses a system for aggregating demand in 
group-buying sales conducted across an electronic network, comprising: 

• A computerized facility (Goddard: Database Server System 12) to conduct group- 
buying sales operably coupled to the electronic network, the computerized facility 
including specification software executable on the computerized facility and 
configured to: 

o Receive item data from a seller that defines a featured item for a first 
group-buying sale, wherein the seller transmits the data over the 
electronic network to the computerized facility (Goddard: column 3, lines 
55-57); 

o Receive sale data from the seller that provides the seller's direction for the 
first group-buying sale, wherein the seller transmits the data over the 
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electronic network to the computerized facility (Goddard: column 3, lines 
58-63); and 

o Store the received item data and the received sale data in a data 

repository, wherein the computerized facility uses the received sale data in 
conducting the first group-buying sale of the featured item defined by the 
received item data (Goddard: column 4, lines 17-30). 
Referring to claim 2 . Goddard further discloses a system wherein the sale data 
provides directions for at least a second group-buying sale for the featured item, the 
computerized facility further comprising seller communication software executable on 
the computerized facility configured to send the seller status data about the first group- 
buying sale, wherein the specification software is further configured to receive update 
sale data from the seller that provides updated directions for the second group-buying 
sale (Goddard: column 8, lines 25-37). 

Referring to claim 3 . Goddard further discloses a system wherein the 
specification software is configured to: 

• Receive seller data from the seller that identifies the seller and provides contact 
information for the seller (Goddard: column 8, lines 25-37); and 

• Store the received seller data in the data repository, wherein the computerized 
facility provides the seller with status information about the first group-buying sale 
while the first group-buying sale is in progress (Goddard: column 8, lines 25-37). 
Referring to claim 4 . Goddard further discloses a system wherein the received 

item data includes a featured item abstract and wherein the computerized facility further 
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comprises seller/partner filter software executable on the computerized facility and 
configured to: 

• Receive partner abstract terms and partner display criteria from a partner site 
(Goddard: column 5 t lines 9-21, "specification"); 

• Retrieve the featured item abstract from the data repository and compare the 
featured item abstract with the partner abstract terms received from the partner 
site, wherein the seller/partner filter compares the featured item abstract with the 
partner abstract terms according to the partner display criteria (Goddard: column 
5, lines 51-60); and 

• Send data about the featured item to the partner site if the seller/partner filter 
software identifies a match between the featured item abstract and the partner 
abstract terms according to the partner display criteria (Goddard: column 5, lines 
51-60). 

Referring to claim 5 . Goddard further discloses a system wherein the 
specification software is configured to receive as item data from the seller a featured 
item, name, a featured item description, and an image of the featured item (Goddard: 
column 10, lines 38-47). 

Referring to claim 6 . Goddard further discloses a system wherein the 
specification software is configured to: 

• Receive as item data from the seller a product/service category for the featured 
item (Goddard: column 10, lines 38-47); and 
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• Store received the product/service category for the featured in the data 
repository, wherein the computerized facility arranges displays of featured items 
for prospective buyers according to each featured item's product/service 
category (Goddard: column 10, lines 38-47). 

Referring to claim 7 . Goddard further discloses a system wherein the 
computerized facility arranges received featured items and product/service categories in 
a format organized according to a tree data structure (Goddard: column 10, lines 38- 
47). 

Referring to claim 8 . Goddard further discloses a system wherein the sale data 
received from the seller by the specification software contains as elements a start date 
and an end date for the first group-buying sale of the featured item, an initial price for 
the featured item in the first group-buying sale, and a quantity of the featured item 
available for sale (Goddard: column 11, lines 25-34). 

Referring to claim 9 . Goddard further discloses a system wherein the 
specification software is configured to: 

• Receive seller data from the seller that identifies the seller and provides contact 
information for the seller (Goddard: column 10, line 59 to column 1 1 , line 7); and 

• Store the received seller data in the data repository, wherein the computerized 
facility uses the seller data to communicate buyer information to the seller at the 
conclusion of the first group-buying sale for the featured item (Goddard: column 
1 0, line 59 to column 1 1 , line 7). 
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Referring to claim 10 . Goddard further discloses a system wherein the 
specification software is configured to: 

• Receive seller data from the seller that identifies the seller and provides contract 
information for the seller (Goddard: column 10, line 59 to column 1 1 , line 7); 

• Create a seller account for the seller on the computerized facility; and 

• Store data describing the seller account in the data repository (Goddard: column 
1 0, line 59 to column 1 1 , line 7). 

Referring to claims 15-27 . Claims 15-27 are rejected under the same rationale 
as set forth above in claims 1-10. 

Referring to claims 32-38 . Claims 32-38 are rejected under the same rationale 
as set forth above in claims 1-10. 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to all the claims have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicants disclosure. 

Shkedy, U.S. Patent No. 6,260,024, July 10, 2001, discloses a method and 
apparatus for facilitating buyer-driven purchase orders on a commercial network. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew S. Gart whose telephone number is 571-273- 
3955. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 9-6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wynn Coggins can be reached on 571-272-7159. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Patent Examiner 
January 24, 2006 



